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NEW LIFE-RECORDS OF CHAUCER 
ADDENDUM 



As a supplement to the note which I printed in 1918 (Modern 
Philology, XVI, 49 ff.), containing transcripts of two Chancery- 
warrants relating respectively to Chaucer's appointment in 1374 to 
the offices of controller of the custom and subsidy of wools, etc., and 
controller of the petty custom, and to the permission given to 
Thomas Evesham in 1377 to act as Chaucer's deputy in the former 
office, I give below the original texts of two corresponding patents, 
of which in my former note I could give only the abstracts contained 
in the Calendar of the Patent Rolls. 
Patent Rolls, 48 Edward III, Part I, membrane 13. 

Rex Omm'bMS ad quos etc. Sciatis quod concessimMS dilecto nobis Gal- 

irido Chaucer officia tarn controrotulatoris custume et subsidij lanarwrn 

coriorMjn et pellium lanutarwrn qwam Contrarotulatoris parue 

pro ri o (;^gt^Ine vinorwrn ac trium denan'orMrw de libra necnon pan- 
Chaucer , ,. ,. , 

norMm et aliarwrre mercandisarwrn quarMwicumqMe custuma- 

biliuTO per Mercatores tarn indigenas qwam alienigenas nobis debitorttm in 
portu Londonte Hafcenda qwamdiu nobis placuerit percipiendo in officiis 
illis tantuOT quantum alij Contrarotulatores custumarMrw in portu predtcio' 
hujusmodi hactenws percipere consueuerunt Ita quod idem Galfridus 
rotulos SUDS dicta, officia tangentes manu sua propria scribat et continue 
moretwr ibidem et omnia que ad officia ilia pertinent in propria persona sua 
et non per substituturw suurw faciat et exequatwr Volentes quod tarn altera 
pars sigilli nosiri quod dicitwr Coket qwam altera pars alterius sigilli nosiri 
pro paruis custumis deputati in portu predicto in custodia predicii Galfridi 
remaneant qrmmdiu officia ha6uerit supradicia In cuIms etc. Teste Rege 
apud WestmoJiasfen'Mm viij die Junij. 

per brewe de priuato sigillo. 
Patent Rolls, 61 Edward III, membrane 14. 

Rea; Omnibws ad quos etc. salwtem. Sciatis qwod cum dilectas nobis 
Galfridus Chaucer Contrarotulator custume et subsidiorww lanarwm corioritm 
et pellium lanutarztm ac aliarwrn rerwrn custumabilium in 
Be deputato portu Ciuitatis nostie Londonie sepius in obsequio nosiro 

Contraro ula ons ^^ partibus remotis occupatus existit Ita quod super 
^ ' excercicio officii predicii continue in persona sua morari 

non valeat Ac idem Galfridus dilectwm nobis Thomam de Euesham ad 
dictwm officiuwi Contrarotulatoris loco ipsius Galfridi in abseocia sua 

> "in portu predicw" is iaterlined. 
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exceicendwm sub se deputauerit vt accepimMS Nos ex causa predicta, volumws 
et concedimMS quod idem Thomas officiuw predtctwm loco ipsius Galfridi 
quociens ipswm abesse contigerit faciat et exequatwr et rotulos dicti officii 
manu sua propria scribat in forma debita et consueta qwamdiu nobis et eidem 
Galfrido placuerit. In cuiw etc. Tesie vt supra.^ 
per billam Thesaurarii.' 

No other documents have been found which relate to the matters 
dealt with in these two patents, but the full text of the patents them- 
selves furnishes us with some details that are not included in the 
abstracts. 

The patent of 48 Edward III (1374) contains the usual stipula- 
tion that Chaucer write the rolls pertaining to the offices with his 
own hand and execute his duties in person and not by a substitute; 
this stipulation is contained also in the Chancery warrant of the same 
date. 

The patent of 51 Edward III (1377) is not undated (as I 
stated in my former note), but is dated May 10.^ The words 
quociens ipsum ahesse contigerit (not represented in the abstract or 
in the Chancery warrant of 1377) might be taken to indicate that 
the permission Chaucer received to depute Evesham to execute the 
duties of his office amounted practically to a permission to execute 
the office regularly by deputy. It is clear, however, that the per- 
mission given Chaucer on May 8 had immediate reference to 
Chaucer's absence from England between February 17 and March 
25, 1377, and to his departure again for France on April 30 im- 
mediately following.* 

Samuel Moore 

Unhteesitt of Michigan 

' "Tesie B.ege apud Westmonaaierium X die Maij." 

2 For these transcripts I am indebted to the kindness of Edward Salisbury, Esq., of 
the Public Record Office. 

• See note 1 above. 

• Life-Records of Chaucer, Docujuent 101, p. 203. 
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